FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
"According to the latest statistics (1912) there are 21,747 doctors in
Russia. IB European Russia there Is one doctor for 1,300 inhabitants
in the towns, and one for 21,900 in the villages; in Asiatic Russia, one
doctor for 2,800 townspeople, and one for 37,600 villagers. The state
of public health in the provinces is due not only to bad sanitation and
hygienic conditions, but also to the absence of medical aid. Even in
governments where zemstvos exist, a large number of the population
is left without medical aid."
The results were that "in 1910,20,283,374 cases of contagious and
infectious diseases were registered, being 12-62 per cent of the
total population."1
According to the same authority, Russia held one very unenvi-
able record: it had the highest birth-rate and the highest-death rate
in Europe. The average birth-rate for 1900-9 per thousand of
the population in the leading European countries were: Russia,
46-1; Hungary, 37-2- Austria, 36-0; Germany, 34-1; Italy, 32-4;
United Kingdom, 28-1; France, 19-7, and the average death-rate
for the same period per thousand of the population was: Russia,
29-4; Hungary, 26*2; Austria, 24*1; Italy, 21-8; Germany, 19*8;
France, 19-6; United Kingdom, 16-0.
Infant mortality was exceptionally high. In 1908, in thirty-eight
governments of European Russia, 985,797 infants under one year
died, i.e. 32-7 per cent of the total number bom.2
In 1914, as already mentioned, the population of the Tsarist
Empire amounted to between 175,000,000 and 180,000,000 souls,
but the number of children attending the elementary and secondary
schools amounted to only 8,000,000, and of these about 83 per
cent attended the elementary schools. The result was that taking
the country as a whole only 21 per cent3 could read and write,
i.e* the country was 79 per cent illiterate. In the provinces and in
Central Asia, illiteracy was as high as 95 per cent of the local
population.
It is eloquent of the appalling conditions under which the masses
of the people lived in pre-war Russia that a keen admirer of the
1 Russian Year Book (1914).                      2 Ibid.                        3 Ibid.
18